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From farm to famlly Feeding Florida’s
impact on local communities and hunger relief

BY RYAN NiCOL

eeding Florida’s nine-member

food banks are united by a com-
mon mission: to combat hunger
and fight food insecurity. Howev-
er, they do itlike no other. The net-
work’s food banks provide healthy,
consistent and reliable foed sup-
port to all 67 counties thanks to
partner agencies across the state:
churches, nonprofits, schools and
health centers.

But the network goes far, far
beyond distributing food, with
the understanding that feeding
Florida’s families is just the first
line of defense. Thanks to incred-
ible partnerships with state agen-
cies, farmers and growers, non-
profits, health care organizations
and the private sector, food banks
bring a community approach to
deliver programs, connect to ser-
vices and provide healthy meals
to the families and individuals
who need them most.

Connecting Florida’s bounty
to the families they serve allows
the food bank network to support
Florida’s rural farmers, ensuring
their long-term viability and sus-
tainability even in tough times.
Thanks to long-standing grower
partnerships, Farmers Feeding
Florida continues to recover fresh
Florida fruits and vegetables, and
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with key industry support, are ex-
panding into recovering protein
and dairy.

The Feeding Florida Network
is also deeply involved in the com-
munities it supports, developing
innovative programming to help
families become self-sustaining.
Through extensive job training
and educational programs, the
food banks aim to transition indi-
viduals from reliance on food assis-
tance to personal self-sufficiency.

The comprehensive approach
to tackling hunger continues
through specialized Food is Med-
icine programming. Through
health care partnerships, the
food banks can provide targeted
support to neighbors who have
chronic health issues, increasing
their access to exactly the food

they need to improve their health.
And with the food banks running
nutrition education classes in all
67 counties, the network is prior-
itizing health for the whole fam-
ily, encouraging nutritional out-
comes and empowering families
to make health changes.

Ending hunger is a statewide
effort. The Feeding Florida net-
work of food banks is taking on
this challenge every single day,
working with the entire food sys-
tem and community partners to
build healthy, resilient commu-
nities. By integrating agricultural
support, direct food assistance,
education, health care and work-
force initiatives, Feeding Florida
ensures that its impact extends
beyond one meal.
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